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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 
USIA-I5 PRS-01 SP-02 EB-08 COME-00 TRSE-00 OMB-OI 
FEA-01 INT-05 /055 W 

041154Z 020535/11 

R 04I044Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9946 
INFO AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS UNN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS UNN 

UNCLAS STOCKHOLM 0943 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECIN, SW, NO 

SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN-SWEDISH COMMITTEE ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL 
COLLABORATION REPORT 

1 . SWEDISH PRESS ON MARCH 4 REPORTS THE ENDORSEMENT IN OSLO OF 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY NILS ASLING AND HIS NORWEGIAN COUNTERPART 
BJARTMAR GJERDE, AND SWEDISH MINISTER EOR ENERGY OLOF JOHANSSON, 
OF AN ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL COLLABORATION REPORT. THE REPORT, 

OF WHICH THE EMBASSY HAS THE SWEDISH TEXT, WAS PREPARED BY THE 
"NORWEGIAN-SWEDISH COMMITTEE." IT OUTLINES AREAS WHERE THE 
TWO COUNTIES MIGHT COOPERATE, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OE PRIVATE 
COMPANIES, IN STEEL, ALUMINUM, AUTOS, ELECTRONICS, PULP, 
PETRO-CHEMICALS, AND FERTILIZERS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STOCKH 00943 041136Z 

2. PRESS COMMENT IS TO THE EFEECT THAT DISCUSSIONS OF 
POSSIBLE COLLABORATION, BEGUN SOME TIME AGO UNDER THE 
FORMER GOVERNMENT, WERE TO HAVE RESULTED IN AN INTER- 
GOVERNMENTAL UMBRELLA AGREEMENT. THE FALLDIN GOVERN- 
MENT NOW PREFERS APPARENTLY TO LEAVE THE INITIATIVE 
LARGELY IN THE HANDS OE COMPANIES. 
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3. COMMENT: SWEDEN, POOR IN LOCAL ENERGY SOURCES, 

CLEARLY HAS A DEEP AND PERSISTING INTEREST IN SISTER 
NORWAY'S OIL AND IN COLLABORATING IN THE MANY SPIN-OFE 
EEEECTS OE NORWEGIAN OIL EXPLOITATION. THE AGREE- 
MENT "EN PRINCIPE" WILL ALLOW SWEDISH INTERESTS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN EINANCING NORWEGIAN OIL EIELD DEVELOP- 
MENT. THE DECISION TO LEAVE MAJOR INITIATIVE TO 
PRIVATE EIRMS IS A REELECTION NOT ONLY OF THE FALLDIN 
GOVERNMENT'S PROCLIVITIES TO EAVOR PRIVATE INITIATIVE MORE 
THAN DID THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, BUT ALSO AVOIDS THE 
QUESTION OE GOVERNMENT FUNDING OF COLLABORATIVE EEFORTS 
AT A TIME OE HEAVY DEEICITS AND VARIOUS SUBSIDIES TO 
SEVERAL AILING SWEDISH INDUSTRIES. 

PERRY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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